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About Us
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º NYS-TEACHS

º New York State Technical and Education Assistance Center for Homeless Students

º Funded by the State Education Department and housed at Advocates for Children of New York

º Provide technical assistance on homeless education issues. Our services include: 

º Hotline (800-388-2014)

ºWebsite (www.nysteachs.org)

ºWebinars , Annual Workshops, and On -Site Trainings

º Outreach Materials



Students can receive 

services under the  

McKinney -Vento Act 

for up to one year.

What do we already know?
True or False?

A.True

B.False
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A Housing Questionnaire

should be given to a family 

only when there is evidence 

that the child is experiencing 

homelessness.

What do we already know?
True or False?

A.True

B.False
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A youth who has run away 

from home may qualify 

under McKinney -Vento even 

if the studentõs parent says 

she can return home. 

What do we already know?
True or False?

A.True

B.False
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If a school does not agree 

that a student is covered 

under McKinney -Vento, they 

should use the dispute 

resolution process before 

enrolling. 

What do we already know?
True or False?

A.True

B.False
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The Importance of Identification
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º Federal law

º Enacted in 1987

º Reauthorized in 2001 as part of NCLB

º First enacted in 1987

º Reauthorized in 2015 as a part of Every 

Student Succeeds Act

º McKinney -Vento Liaison required in every 

school district

The McKinney -Vento Act Provides Stability

School 
Stability

Academic

Success

School 
Access



McKinney -Vento Liaison Responsibilities

Liaisons must ensure that: 

º Students experiencing homelessness:

º Are identified 

º Are enrolled in school 

º Receive educational services for which they are eligible, including early childhood education

º Students and their families receive referrals to appropriate services, such as health, mental health, and housing 
services

º Parents and guardians are informed of educational and related opportunities available and are provided 
opportunities to participate in the education of their children,

º Notice  on the educational rights of students experiencing homelessness is shared publicly in a manner that is easy 
for families to understand 

º Enrollment disputes are mediated

º Families are fully informed of all transportation services

º School personnel receive professional development and support

º Unaccompanied youth are enrolled, receive credit for full or partial coursework completed, and are informed and 
receive verification of their independent student status for financial aid purposes

List of liaisons in New York State: http://nysteachs.org/liaisons/ 
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How do I know if a student is experiencing 

homelessness?
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Case Studies

Note: The following case 

studies are meant to 

illustrate how school staff 

and service providers 

should analyze case 

histories for McKinney -

Vento eligibility.  All 

McKinney -Vento eligibility 

determinations must be 

made on a case -by -case 

basis; the following are just 

examples. 
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1) Jessica

ºA parent and her daughter, Jessica, 

come into your district to enroll. 
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What is the first thing 

that Jessicaõs parent 

should be given?

Poll
A. Proof of residency form(s)

B. Health 

history/immunization 

record form(s)

C. Housing Questionnaire

D. All of the above ðorder 

doesnõt matter
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Housing Questionnaire

Å New , updated form!

Å Screening tool is required for all 
students enrolling in LEA

Å Required at time of enrollment and 

change of address
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