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MORNING KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 

Renee “Robyn” Causey 
Director of Youth Initiatives, NYC Department of Youth and Community Development 
rcausey@dycd.nyc.gov, (212) 676-8260 
 
Robyn Causey received her Masters of Social Work Degree from the University of South Carolina in 
1995.  She has extensive experience working with youth, adults and families in both residential and non-
residential settings.  Currently, she is the Director of Youth Initiatives at the Department of Youth and 
Community Development (DYCD) for New York City.  In this capacity, she is responsible for Chairing 
the Runaway and Homeless Youth Advisory Committee and provides program and fiscal oversight for 
approximately one hundred agencies who provide services to vulnerable youth.  She is also a Graduate 
Adjunct Professor at Hunter College. 
 
Prior to her present position, Ms. Causey was a member of the Steering Committee  and served as the 
Executive Director of The Waccamaw Youth Center, a residential facility in South Carolina for abused, 
abandoned and neglected adolescents who do not have a place to call home.  Most of the residents were 
juvenile offenders who had been labeled as disposable youth.  She maintained a pristine record; 
developing goals of promoting education, life skills and providing assistance to family members.  She 
also served as an Adjunct Professor at Horry Georgetown Technical College and was instrumental in 
setting up the first Human Services Associates Degree Program.  In September of 2004, she received the 
“Hero” award for her work in the field of Domestic Violence. 
 
Prior to her career at The Waccamaw Youth Center, she held the position of the Director of Education 
and Community Services in New York City.  She also provided instruction to court mandated batterers.  
Ms. Causey also has extensive experience working in the field of Corrections with both juvenile and 
adult offenders.  Ms. Causey has created, developed and implemented training programs, written 
curriculums, conducted presentations and offered technical assistance to many service providers.  As a 
result of her work, she was invited to speak at the United Nations in 1998. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WORKSHOP SPEAKERS 

  
 
Frank Assaf 
(Transportation Rights and Responsibilities) 
Education Specialist, NYS-TEACHS 
fassaf@advocatesforchildren.org 
(212) 822-9548, (800) 388-2014 
 
Ann Marie Di Bella 
(Title I, Part A and McKinney-Vento) 
Homeless Education Coordinator, Kingston City 
School District 
adibella@kingstoncityschools.org 
(845) 943- 3520 
 
Melanie Faby  
(Title I, Part A and McKinney-Vento) 
Program Associate, State Education Department  
mfaby@mail.nysed.gov  
(518) 473-0295 
 
Michelle Frank 
(McKinney-Vento: Introduction to the 
Educational Rights of Students in Temporary 
Housing) 
Assistant Director, NYS-TEACHS 
mfrank@advocatesforchildren.org   
(212) 822-9519, (800) 388-2014 
 
Karen A. Halaco 
 (McKinney-Vento and Fostering Connections – 
Overview and New Developments for 
Superintendents and School Attorneys) 
Attorney, Girvin & Ferlazzo, P.C. 
kah@girvinlaw.com 
518-462-0300 
 
Greg Hardy 
(“Rural Homelessness”) 
Principal, Cuba-Rushford Central School  
GHardy@crcs.wnyric.org 
(585) 437-2217 
 
Omshanti Parnes (Rights and Responsibilities 
of Youth) 
Empire State Coalition and Solo Practitioner 
parnes@animail.net 
(518) 561-1113 

 
Jennifer Pringle  
(McKinney-Vento and Fostering Connections – 
Overview and New Developments for 
Superintendents and School Attorneys) 
Project Director, NYS-TEACHS 
jpringle@advocatesforchildren.org  
(212) 822-9546, (800) 388-2014 
 
Bernadette L. Skotarczak  
 (Improving Access to Head Start for Young 
Children in Temporary Housing) 
Grantee Performance Support Specialist, STG 
International - Region II Head Start 
BSkotarczak@stginternational.com  
518-775-3328     
 
Jared Stein 
(“Questions and Answers”) 
Associate Director, NYS-TEACHS 
jstein@advocatesforchildren.org 
212-822-9545, (800) 388-2014 
 
Duane Vaughn 
(“The Real Story: Voices of Youth”) 
Executive Director, W.A.I.T. House 
518-798-4384 
 dvaughn@hycwaithouse.org 
 
Jan K. Ward 
(Transportation Rights and Responsibilities) 
Temporary Assistance Specialist, Office of 
Temporary and Disability Assistance 
jan.ward@otda.state.ny.us 
(518) 402-3304 
 
 


