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About Us

º NYS-TEACHS

º Funded by the State Education Department; housed at Advocates for Children

º Provide technical assistance on homeless education issues

º Hotline (800 -388-2014), Website, Webinars, Annual Workshops, and on -site trainings

º NYC DOE Students in Temporary Housing Program

º Unit within the Office of Safety and Youth Development 

º Borough -based STH Content Experts and shelter -based Family Assistants

º Provide technical assistance and work directly with schools and students

º Provide services that students are entitled to under the McKinney Vento Act and Chancellorõs 

Regulation A -780
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NYC DOE Students in Temporary Housing Program

Schools

School -Based Liaisons
Identify homeless students, connect with

school services such as free meals, Title I programs, etc.

Shelters

STH Family Assistants Coordinate transportation, enrollment, etc.

Borough Offices

STH Content Experts Coordinate resources/programs for STH students

Central Office

Office of Safety and Youth Development Develop citywide STH programs
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A student cannot be 

identified as homeless 

under McKinney -Vento if 

they are staying at a 

private residence.

What do we already know?

a.True

b.False
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Busing is available for 

all students K -6 

residing in shelters.

What do we already know?

a.True

b.False
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Students experiencing 

homelessness are entitled to 

free school meals only if 

they meet family income 

requirements. 

What do we already know?

a.True

b.False
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Which of the following 

best describes the use of 

Title I, Part A funds for 

students in temporary 

housing? 

What do we already know? a. Title I, Part A services are 

only available to students 

in Title I schools.

b. Title I, Part A funds can be 

used to provide services 

to students in temp 

housing that may not 

ordinarily be provided to 

other Title I students . 

c. All students in temporary 

housing who attend DOE 

schools are eligible for 

Title I services, even if they 

do not attend a Title I 

school.

d. B and C
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Students in Temporary Housing at 

NYC Department of Education Schools
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Outcomes: Stability is key

School Transfers are associated with:

º Negative Academic Outcomes :

ºLower test scores

ºMore likely to repeat a grade

ºHigher drop -out rate

º Negative Social/Emotional Outcomes :

ºLoss of supportive relationships

ºDecreased engagement (high absenteeism)

º Increase in negative behaviors and disciplinary 
actions
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The McKinney -Vento Act Provides Stability

ºFederal law

ºEnacted in 1987

ºReauthorized in 2015 

as part of ESSA
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Action Plan

º This worksheet will guide you through 
the presentation as well as act as an 

òaction plan ó for your next steps upon 

returning to your schools. 

º Please download the Action Plan from 

the materials pod (or access it on our 

website later)
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Meet Caroline

º2nd Grader in Sunset Park.

ºFamily was kicked out of their Sunset Park 

apartment.

ºThey are now sleeping on couches and air 

mattresses in Jackson Heights with Carolineõs 

aunt. 

ºCaroline is upset that she may have to switch 

schools and leave her friends and teachers.

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 12



Who is covered by the McKinney -Vento Act? 

Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, including 

those:

º Sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, economic hardship or a similar 

reason (òdoubled-upó)

º Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camping grounds due to the lack of alternative 

adequate accommodations

º Living in emergency or transitional shelters

º Abandoned in hospitals

º Living a in public or private place not designed for sleeping

º Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, bus or train stations, etc.

º Migratory living in circumstances described above
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Who is covered?

Fixed
(attached to the 

ground)

Adequate
(heat, lights, 

kids not 
sleeping on 
couch/floor, 

etc.)

Regular
(Can go there 
every night? 
Keys? Come 

and go as 
they please? 

etc.)
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Permanent 

Housing



Questions about Eligibility

Does the studentõs housing fit into one of the listed 
examples?

Is it fixed, regular AND adequate?

Call NYS-TEACHS at 800-388-2014 
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SBL responsibility : Ensure all 

students are given the Housing 

Questionnaire at enrollment 

and when a student changes 

addresses .
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How can I identify students 

in temporary housing? 

ÅHousing Questionnaire

ÅATS reports of STHM 

database ( students in 

shelter entered by Family 

Assistants)

ÅLearn to recognize the 

common signs of 

homelessness (hint: review 

our Tip Sheets series for 

suggestions ) 
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School/District Selection: Up to three 

options

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 18

School attended 

when last 

permanently housed 

(òSchool of Origin ó)

School most recently 

attended (Also a 

òSchool of Origin ó)

School serving area

where student is 

temporarily living

(School of Current 

Location )

SBL responsibility : Speak with students/families about their 

school selection options. 


