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Whatõs different about ESSA?
Changes to the McKinney -Vento Act



About NYS -TEACHS

º NYS-TEACHS: New York State Technical and Education Assistance Center for Homeless Students

º Funded by the New York State Education Department and housed at Advocates for Children of 
New York

º Provide technical assistance on homeless education issues. Our services include: 

º Hotline (800 -388-2014)

º Website (www.nysteachs.org)

º Webinars, Annual Workshops, and On -Site Trainings

º Outreach Materials
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Which of the following 
provisions are 

included in the ESSA 

reauthorization of MV?

What do we already know?
ESSA includes:

a. Continued enrollment 
and transportation 
pending a final decision 
on a dispute. 

b. Continued enrollment in 
the school of origin, 
including preschool.

c. Increased privacy 
protections for students 
experiencing 
homelessness.

d. All of the above.
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With MV reauthorization under 
ESSA, students are entitled to 
transportation to their school of 
origin through the remainder of 
the school year in which they 
become permanently housed. 

What do we already know?
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a. True

b. False



Which of the following is 

FALSE regarding college 

readiness and financial 

aid under MV as 

reauthorized by ESSA?

What do we already know?
a. Youth experiencing 

homelessness must be 
provided with assistance and 
advice from counselors to 
improve their college 
readiness.

b. Liaisons must ensure that 
unaccompanied youth are 
informed of their independent 
status for the FAFSA and that 
they receive verification of this 
from the liaison.

c. Students who are homeless 
and not on track to graduate 
in time forfeit their right to 
financial aid. 
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Key Takeaways

1. Children and youth who are homeless have the right to continue attendance in their school of 
origin, and under the new definition, a school of origin includes preschool .

2. Liaisons must participate in professional development and provide professional development to 
others.

3. Liaisons must notify unaccompanied youth of their eligibility for independent student status for 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

4. There are increased privacy protections for address and housing information for students in 
temporary housing.

5. A student who moves into permanent housing is entitled to continued transportation to and 
from their school of origin for the remainder of the academic year.

6. During the dispute resolution process, students are entitled to continued enrollment and 
transportation to and from school pending a final decision on the dispute.
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Session Agenda

Background & Context for Whatõs New

Changes under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

ÅMcKinney -Vento :

ÅIncluding preschool and receiving/feeder schools as òschools of originó

ÅRemoval of òawaiting foster care placementó from definition of homeless as of December 10, 2016

ÅExpansion of McKinney -Vento Liaison responsibilities

ÅImproving college readiness

ÅImprove identification of students experiencing homelessness

ÅExpansion of privacy protections

ÅRemoving barriers to enrollment and participation in school

ÅCoordinate special education services

ÅTransportation to the school of origin through the remainder of the year in which the student 
becomes permanently housed

ÅModifying factors used in best interest decision -making for school selection

ÅContinued enrollment pending final resolution of disputes

ÅTitle I, Part A set -aside to serve students who are homeless required of all districts & charter schools 
that receive Title I funds (SY 2017 -18) 7



Background on 

McKinney -Vento 

Protections
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Barriers to Education for
Homeless Children and Youth

º Stereotypes and lack of awareness.

º Under -identification.

º High mobility resulting in lack of school stability and educational continuity.

º Enrollment requirements (school records, health records, proof of residence, 

guardianship).

º Poor health, fatigue, hunger.

º Emotional trauma, depression, anxiety.

º Lack of transportation.

º Lack of school supplies, clothing, etc.
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From: the National Association for 
the Education of Homeless 
Children and Youth (NAEHCY)


